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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Project: Development of short podcasts for medical undergraduates, linking basic sciences to clinical
	Chief Investigator’s name

Suneet Sood
Department of Surgery, 
Jeffrey Cheah School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Monash University Malaysia
Phone: +60196752966
email: suneet.sood@monash.edu
	Student’s name
Yi Kun Thong
Jeffrey Cheah School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Monash University Malaysia
Phone: +60126869665
email: yktho2@student.monash.edu


You are invited to take part in this study.  Please read this Explanatory Statement in full before deciding whether or not to participate in this research. If you would like further information regarding any aspect of this project, you are encouraged to contact the researchers via the phone numbers or email addresses listed above.


What does the research involve? 

Aim of the study.
1. To determine qualities that make the podcast interesting. Specifically, we are looking at characteristics of podcasts, and your responses, to determine which podcasts are the most enjoyable. From this data we will try to determine what features of the podcasts (duration, style of presentation) correlate with the enjoyment among listeners.
2. To determine the standards of basic science knowledge. Specifically, we wish to determine if young doctors have as much, or more, or less basic science knowledge, as expected by a group of teachers.
You will need to listen to a few podcasts and to complete a questionnaire. Listening to the podcasts will take you about an hour. You need not do all podcasts at once. Each questionnaire will take about three minutes to fill.
Why were you chosen for this research?

You were chosen for this research because you are a young doctor (houseman, medical officer)
Consenting to participate in the project and withdrawing from the research

You will need to fill the questionnaire. Your participation is entirely voluntary. You are under no compulsion to fill the form, or to even complete the task of listening to the podcasts, and can withdraw at any time without needing to give a reason.
Possible benefits and risks to participants 

We expect that your responses to this questionnaire will help us improve the quality of our educational podcasts. 

Confidentiality
We do not ask for any personal information. Your name will not be used in our analysis, nor will be used in any publication or presentation, nor will it be disclosed to any party other than the investigators. 

If you wish to participate anonymously, you may fill a print version of the questionnaire and send it by post to Dr Suneet Sood.

Storage of data

The data will be stored with the Principal Investigator. It will be deleted five years after the results are published. Anonymised data may be uploaded to a public repository prior to publication. 
Results

The results of the study will be published in a prominent journal. The expected date of publication is June 2019.
Complaints

Should you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of the project, you are welcome to contact the following:

a. Dr Nor’Azim Mohd Yunos 
Assoc Professor and Deputy Dean, Research
Jeffrey Cheah School of Medicine and Health Sciences
Monash University Malaysia
Phone: +60177610588, email: nor.azim@monash.edu 
b. Human Research Ethics (MUHREC):

	Executive Officer
Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee (MUHREC) 
Room 111, Chancellery Building D,
26 Sports Walk, Clayton Campus
Research Office
Monash University VIC 3800

Tel: +61 3 9905 2052
   Email: muhrec@monash.edu        Fax: +61 3 9905 3831 
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